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THE WHITE CHARGER. 



" Misfortunes never come singly, as the old saying 
truly has it,** I exclaimed, in no very good temper, 
to a brother officer, one morning, after parade at 
Hounslow ; " I lost both my watch and cloak at the 
opera, last night, and now, my first charger has got 
the glanders, so, of course, he'll go likewise.*' 

"That is a bore," repUed my compassionating 
auditor. " But are you sure it's the glanders ?" 

"No mistake about that," answered I ; " the ve- 
terinary surgeon has so decided. Yet there was small 
occasion for his corroboration of a fact which an in- 
stant's observation might substantiate." 

" I am heartily sorry for it," answered my con- 
doling friend, " for if I recollect right, you gave a 
long price for him ;" and, somewhat fearful that his 
stud might suffer also, my companion immediately 
departed, to issue strict injuctions for the prevention 
of any intercourse being carried on between the 
quadrupeds occupying our different stables. 
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The loss of the horse was, to me, most annoying ; 
not so much on account of the pecuniary deprivation, 
but more by reason of the great difficulty I antici- 
pated — as generally is the case with all similarly 
situated — ^in providing myself with an equally do- 
cile and showy charger ; for, be it known to those 
not initiated into the secret, that a well-trained horse 
is next to invaluable on parade ; and, indeed, I have 
knovm in infantry regiments instances where a Bu- 
cephalus of accredited strength of nerve in standing 
fire has been handed down, not from generation to 
generation, but from field-officer to field-officer, until 
I question if the brute did not understand fiilly as 
much of the complicated manoeuvres, as did the bi- 
ped, who bestrode him for the purpose of directing 
the movements. 

Well, there was no help for it ; the charger was 
dead and gone, and another was to be procured 
forthwith—but from where? Of the four horses 
remaining in my stables, there was not one suffi- 
ciently handsome for escort duty or review. It was 
therefore evident I must look elsewhere for that 
most necessary adjunct to a cavalry officer's appear- 
ance on parade, and accordingly I ordered my cab, 
and drove instanter to Bartlett's. 

At the moment of my entering the yard, a splen- 
did looking animal was led out for the inspection of 
a gentleman who had remarked him when walking 
round the stables ; and assuredly when I beheld the 
horse, he appeared at the first glance to be the very 
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personification of a charger, and exactly the thing I 
wanted. Little did I then anticipate how bitterly 
I should rue my acquaintance with the brute in 
after years ; but who can fortel his destiny ? Bet- 
ter would it have been for me had I ridden at the 
coming review on a jackass, than have bought that 
magnificent looking quadruped to work my ruin, 
which consummation was speedily effected through 
the agency of the beast I then gazed at. 

The horse under criticism was apparently perfect 
in all his points, milk-white, without spot or blemish, 
and in possession of that sine qua non in the opinion 
of all fail equestrians, a long flowing mane and 
tail. 

" On my word, sir, the 'os is dirt cheap at £200,'* 
exclaimed the dealer, while the helper trotted him 
up the yard ; " Sir Lubin Leathers would have given 
£800 last week for such a hanimaL" 

** Then, why didn't you let the baronet have him ?'* 
I asked. 

" Oh, there's more reasons than one for that^ sir," 
replied the owner, with a significant chuckle. ** But 
trot him up again, Jem," he exclaimed, addressing 
the groom — ** Give him his head ;" and in accor- 
dance with his master's instructions, off went the 
milk-white steed up the tan-strewed yard, snorting, 
kicking, and plunging — and indisputably he was a 
beautifal creature. 

** There's haction, gentlemen," cried Bartlett ; ** see 
how his head's put on. He's well worth £300^ 
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any day. Beautifal !" he continued, by way of soli- 
loquy. " Now, sir !" he again exclaimed, exalting his 
voice as the rider pulled up, suddenly bringing him 
well on his haunches ; " pass your hand down his fore 
legs, sir, clean as a lady's new kid glove— warranted 
sound in all his paces — ^five year old — ^never done a 
day's work — free from vice, spavine, wind-gall ; can't 
meet his match, never! The very thing for you, 
sir," added Bartlett, turning to me. 

" What's the figure ?" I replied. 

'^ The least I could take, sir, is £200 ; he cost me 
more than that, upon my honour." 

" Oh, of course^' I observed ; " all your horses, 
somehow or other, do cost you more than you sell 
them for, Bartlett. But never mind that ; come in 
doors and see if we can make a deal." 

I was accordingly ushered into the small room off 
the stables, an apartment well known possibly to 
many of my readers, there to listen to a further dia- 
tribe delivered by the dealer in praise of the qualifi- 
cations of his property, which being ended, and after 
sundry additional trials of the quadruped in the yard, 
together with " more last words," touching the steed, 
I wrote a cheque for £200, which the jockey sent to 
the city, while I, claiming the horse, sent him to 
the barracks. 

Nothing could more fully have answered my ex- 
pectations than the progress my new purchase made 
in his military education, and I had every reason to 
be pleased with my bargain. 
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The horse was admired by all who beheld him, 
and if yanitj is allowable in beasts, as it is some- 
times affirmed to be pardonable among ladies, the 
white charger might have found excuse in pour- 
traying a self-satisfied air, as he stepped proudly 
along Rotten Row, his ears regaled with the unspar- 
ing encomiums lavished on his beauty. Numerous 
were the offers — I mean of money — ^made for my 
handsome companion; but they were all refused, 
though more than once I was sadly puzzled how to 
retain the friendship of a pretty woman, and at the 
same time keep possession of my horse. 

When a man is seized with a violent predilection 
for another person's property, which, though in utter 
disregard of the tenth conunandment, is of no unfre- 
quent occurrence, he can put the simple question 
— ^Are you disposed to part with it ? without intend- 
ing to convey offence, and on receiving a reply in the 
negative, he may perhaps ask you to give him the 
refusal, in case you should change your mind on the 
subject, and there the matter rests. 

Not so, however, with a lady. If handsome, she 
thinks herself slighted, should her request be not 
instantly complied with ; but if on the contrary the 
fair petitioner cannot claim the distinction of being 
pointed out as the " Belle of the Season," nothing 
will convince her but the horse is destined for '* that 
odious Lady Arabella," or " that affected Julia Tel- 
verly," both of whom she detests. 

Should you overhear one of the gentler portion of 
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creation, exclaim in an ecstacy of surprise and rap- 
ture, " Oh ! what a lovely mane and tail /" take my 
advice, that is provided you have not any inclination 
to make a present of the animal to the fair admirer, 
and canter off; unless, indeed, you have the fortune 
—good or bad, I don't pretend to know which— of 
having it in your power to say no, in reply to a boon, 
requested from the lips of a pretty woman. Some 
men have evinced so decided a demonstration of 
strength of mind— at least, so I have been told ; but 
not ranking myself among those favoured few, and 
considering that in similar cases discretion is the better 
part of valour, I should never dream of standing the 
bewitching appeal of a lady's supplications, but on 
the slightest demonstration of an attack being about 
to open, I would indisputably depart, taking my 
quadruped with me. 

However, my horse and I, or, as my kind friends 
who wished to purchase the animal worded it, " I 
and my horse," were the admiration of London du- 
ring the season, though, in my own opinion, I am 
somewhat convinced, that, had it not been for my 
stable adjunct, his master might have readily been 
passed by unheeded. 

Time flew on, as, indeed when does it not, except 
in the opinion of lovers separated from each other, 
or, according to the prejudiced views adopted by 
gentlemen at the treadmill. Nevertheless, the 
scythe of the ancient individual gradually and 
surely progressed, and, among other changes which 
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« 

his unsparing hand inflicted, came the ordered altera- 
tion in my locality from Hounslow to Canterbury. 

That was a change indeed : to leave Hounslow, so 
contiguous to London ; to lose the honour of Royal 
escorts; bid fitrewell to clubs, parks, and the in- 
numerable gaieties of the metropolis, was, truly, 
apalling to contemplate. And, then my charger, my 
milk-white steed, equal, I'll be bound, to Richard 
the Third's famed " White Surrey," of Shaksperian 
notoriety, nay, I should opine, far superior, for though 
the said " White Surrej^' was ordered to 

'^ Be saddled for the field to-monow,'* 

we have no authentic record to show that the 
identical favourite did carry his master on the morn- 
ing alluded to, while mine indisputably had his share 
of work, as many a long drill can testify. However 
that may be, certes, in the days of the Plantagenets, 
horses must have been extremely scarce, since we 
have it from the undoubted authority already quoted, 
that the third Richard was so passionately fond of 
equestrian exercise as to induce him when in Leices- 
tershire to go as high as offering his 

" Kingdom for a horse/ 

But sporting as the swap undoubtedly must have 
been considered even in those days, when we may rea- 
sonably surmise the pace across the country was not 
so killing as in these fast times, the present and all 
future generations are doomed to remain in the dark 
as to whether any spirited gentleman closed with the 
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proposal, though, in my own mind, I am strongly 
inclined to favour the supposition that no bargain 
was definitively arrived at; since, from the same 
source, we find the mercurial husband of Lady Ann 
informing his friends one evening, that he would 

'' Stand the hazard of the die/' 

which resolntion must of course have had reference 
either to the French or English game so called. 
What he threw, the bard of Avon withholds from 
our knowledge ; but his antagonist, anxious to be- 
come the seventh Harry, called " seoen^^ and, as he 
instantly took up a " crown" from a tent on Bosworth 
Field where they were playing, similar, I suppose, to 
those at Ascot and Epsom, temporarily erected for 
the " Royal Game of Roidette^^ it is more than pro- 
bable, the stranger just arrived from abroad rose from 
the table a winner ; in brief, we have it on historical 
record, that such was the fact, for, at the conclusion 
of the pastime. King Richard vociferated — 

" Perdition catch thy arm — the chance is thine !" 
4^ 4^ • « « « 

But this has nothing to do with my horse, so a 
truce to digression. 

The edict for Canterbury having been received, it 
only remained for those commanded to obey, and, 
accordingly, in due course of time, we marched into 
that ancient city, as much celebrated in modem days 
for the excellence of Wright's cuisine at the Foun- 
tain, as it was in times gone by, through the notoriety 
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afforded at the unenviable expence of Thomas a 
Becket. 

Everybody knows Canterbury, for everybody used 
to pass through it in ancient days when en route to 
Dover ; but that was long before steam took a fancy 
for making short cuts across parks, and even through 
houses, in preference to following the beaten track 
pointed out by the turnpike road ; I do not therefore 
purpose entering on an elaborate description of its 
cathedral and catch clubs ; the highly improper man- 
ner in which Henry the Second's barons committed 
themselves in 1171, nor yet recapitulate the reasons 
by which Mr. Thom was himself committed in 1838. 
Abundance might be written on the hospitality and 
amusements of the old town, did time and space per- 
mit, but since, unfortunately, the reverse is the case, 
I must not tarry longer on my way. 

Canterbury is not by any means a bad place to 
exist in, but as that city did not furnish the scene 
of my catastrophe, I will forthwith proceed with my 
narrative, as in truth I did with my troop, to Deal, 
where I was ordered by way of support to the 
coast blockade service, though of what use hussars 
could be on such a duty, has never yet be- 
come clearly comprehensible to my limited imagi- 
nation. 

Although, as I before said, everybody has been at 
Canterbury, I much doubt, if the same assumption 
can be jumped at regarding Deal ; at any rate, as 
effecting my own knowledge, it was perfectly novel, 

c 
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and previously unvisited either by myself, or the cor- 
net who was with me, my other subaltern being at 
the time on leave. 

No cavalry, nor indeed soldiers of any description, 
had for some time past been there quartered at the 
period I write of. The consequence was, we were 
considered as a novelty ; and as it is generally admit- 
ted that " novelty is pleasing," no exception appeared 
to have been formed in our particular persons ; for 
the kindness and unbounded attention bestowed 
upon the strangers, partook more of the unaccounta- 
ble enthusiasm with which John Bull is accustomed 
to hail a successful general returning from — ^the mob 
knows not where, and from achieving — ^the great un- 
washed knows not what. 

We had occupied our new quarters but a few 
hours, when the paternities of the neighbouring 
families called, and, after the first introduction, invi- 
tations to dinners, pic-nics, and balls, fell as fast as 
snow at Kamtschatska, and extremely pleasant they 
proved. The old " Ramalies" was then stationed off 
the town, and many were the jovial festivities and 
numerous the parties, participated in by the surround- 
ing aristocracy at the instance of the gallant occupants 
of the fine old "man of war." As for driving forty or 
fifty miles to a dance, that was nothing in those 
days. I know not the reason, but certainly every 
one appeared during that summer pleasure-seeking 
mad. Archery meetings, races, sailing matches, ex- 
cursions on the Downs, pic-nics at Walmer Castli 
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not when the Duke was there, however, you may be 
certain — ^followed each other in startling propinquity ; 
those who parted in the evening, after a day of de- 
lightful excitement, were confident when uttering the 
farewell " good night," that, at the expiration of a 
few hours the light-hearted revellers would reassem- 
ble, and enter on some fresh project of amusement 
next morning. 

Oh, those were jovial times ! My brother ofiicer 
and myself never having been so marvellously sought 
after in any previous quarter, felt in no trifling degree 
delighted, particularly at not having others of the re- 
giment to deprive us of even a portion of the good for- 
tune so unexpectedly thrown in our way, a selfish 
feeling I admit, but albeit a very natural, and certainly 
a very true one. Our mihtary duties we contrived to 
make easy enough, and assuredly no two men could 
have been better y^ferf, or proved more willing to be 
noticed, than our worthy selves. But this state of 
beatitude could not last— like all good things our 
prosperity was destined to have a check, and thus it 
came to pass. 

Not far from Walmer, a family had recently taken 
a residence, and an extremely pretty spot they chose ; 
it was close to the sea ; and here, for the better eluci- 
dation of my tale, it may as well be noticed, that the 
beach on that part of the coast is what is termed 
shelving — that is, it had been so washed up, as to 
form several banks of shingle, each tier rising in suc- 
cession and overtopping those nearest the water. At 
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this distance of time I cannot bear in mind the name 
by which the edifice was designated ; but well can I 
call to memory each window and every peculiarity in 
its formation, the grouping of the trees, and the 
neatly-trimmed parterres, blooming under the green * 
painted balcony, which surmounted the door ftcing 
the ocean. More than a quarter of a century has 
passed away since I stood by that spot, and yet in 
fancy, I, at this moment, behold every once familiar 
feature in the locality, as vividly as if the long years 
which have intervened since I crossed the threshold 
of the mansion, left no fainter impression on my me- 
mory than would a recent and horrific dream. 

If I can distinctly recollect the house, with all its 
inanimate appurtenances, it will not appear strange 
to the reader, that my memory is equally tenacious 
of an impression received from the contemplation of 
a living object, by whose presence the mansion was 
illumined — and few could have beheld the counte- 
nance of the possessor without being struck with 
more than admiration at her loveliness. 

I am well aware, that at this particular point of 
my narrative, I ought, in accordance with the custom 
of writers in like cases, to furnish a correct inventory 
of my enslaver's charms, feiithfuUy pourtraying the 
colour of her hair, eyes, and skin, the shape of her 
nose, mouth, head, feet, hands, and waist ; concluding 
with assimilating her teeth to pearls, and her grace- 
ful figure to the waving boughs of the scented acacia, 
bending its blossoms to the soft south breeze. 
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But I have not the most remote intention of 
doing anything of the sort, whereby to aflford publi- 
city to unequalled enchantments ; perfections, which, 
at whatever value the lady's numerous acquaint- 
ances may have rated them, completely fascinated 
me from the moment I first beheld her. She 
was beautiful, and I suspect my sudden and undis- 
guised look of admiration must have betrayed my 
opinion, since when encountering her notice the 
fair object immediately averted her gaze, while a 
blush suflfiising her check considerably enhanced her 
loveliness. 

The meeting was unpremeditated, for until I 
saw the lady, I was ignorant even of her existence ; 
in fact, I had just left a party proceeding to Dover ; 
but having ordered a parade that afternoon at the 
barracks, I could only accompany them a mile or 
so on the way, and was returning alone, when 
accidentally I encountered a face and figure such 
as it never had been my good fortune previously 
to gaze on, and in all probability never will 
again. 

Who could the enchantress be ? I fancied I was 
acquainted with every one in the neighbourhood for 
miles around ; but indisputably I had never cast my 
eyes on such a countenance previous to that happy 
hour. I could not call to my recollection having 
heard a person even hinted at as residing in seclu- 
sion ; again and again had I traversed that identical 
path, but fortune never previously favoured my vision 
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by a glimpse of such transcendant perfection as was 
stamped on the exquisitely-formed features of the 
being then before me. I was completely at fault. 

The cause of my sudden infatuation was not alone, 
but accompanied by a tall handsome woman^ from 
whose Ukeness to her younger companion, and appa- 
rent age, might possibly have been her mother. The 
mystery, if mystery there was, I felt convinced could 
speedily be solved, since, in so limited a circle as 
the neighbourhood round Deal, it was impossible a 
creature so matchless could exist without beinfif 
taown to «,mebody , «, gently p,^Bg the dde, ot 
my milk-white steed, I doffed my cap as I met the 
ladies, and received from the elder one, in return^ a 
gracious, though somewhat distant, acknowledgment 
of the courtesy. 

If I was puzzled at not knowing who the stran- 
gers were, most awfiilly disconcerted was I when the 
truth became known ; for on hearing that the 
younger of the two was a peeress in her own rights 
added to which, that her companion was neither 
more nor less than her lady mother, all chance of 
bringing my budding, though indistinct, ideas of 
ulterior happiness into fiill blossom, seemed in a &ir 
way of not only being nipped in their precocious 
infiemcy, but exterminated root and branch for ever. 

To become acquainted with the fismiily, however, I 
was resolved. But here again sprang up an appa- 
rently overwhelming obstacle ; the young peeress was 
not, according to London parlance, out, and as they 
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both lived in the strictest privacy, no visible facility 
offered for an introduction. But introduced I resol- 
ved to be ; and accordingly I commenced a canvass 
amid my allies, in the hope of being successfiil 
through the friendly intercession of some one of 
the many. 

Having ascertained who the parties were, not the 
slightest diflSculty presented itself, in discovering 
their abode, which proved to be the identical dwelling 
I have already mentioned, and which was built within 
but a short distance from the beach. The house 
was as well known to my observation — at least 
the exterior of it — as any other in the neigh- 
bourhood, and yet strange to say, I never observed, 
nor indeed did I ever particularly notice, who, 
or if any one resided in the building. Now, how- 
ever, matters were widely different; the very dog 
that lay basking in the sun on the threshold sud- 
denly appeared in my estimation, as a scion of the 
canine species immeasurably superior to all others 
of his race; and I became actually envious of 
the privilege enjoyed by the brute's obtaining free 
access to the object of my adoration, whenever it 
pleased the pampered favourite to seek her pre- 
sence. 

As a sine qua non^ the ancient " dodge'^ of estab- 
lishing a friendly footing with the domestics prior to 
obtaining an introduction to their employers, was at- 
tempted, but without effect ; they one and all receiv- 
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ed my presents, but the anticipated quid pro quOy in 
nowise resulted jfrom the acceptance of my gifts. 

With the ladies of the subordinate departments 
of the establishment, I might possibly have found 
my advances more effective, had opportunity offered 
a trial, since there is an indiscribable charm in 
habit shirts " a la WatteatC^ " tapisserie d^Awverre^^ 
Berlin wool, and " crochet poppies^^ not to be resisted 
by any soubrette or abigail in existence ; but no such 
luck fell to my share ; they were far too carefully 
guarded ; and as if in exemplification of the truism 
that — 

'' Conscience doth make cowards of us all," 

I certainly imagined that every individual whom I 
chanced to meet belonging to that particular house- 
hold, passed me with an impudent simper on his lips, 
as if inwardly chuckling at the abortive efforts I put 
in practise to outmanoeuvre them. 

My attempted diplomacy having failed, I was com- 
pelled to have recourse to some other expedient, and 
severely did I tax my imagination to hit on a feasi- 
ble plan, whereby to attract the attention of my 
Dulcinea, when, after much pondering on the all- 
important subject, an idea flashed across my mind, 
which I resolved on putting in practice without 
delay. 

Now, thought I, is the time to bring my milk 
white charger into play ; and, accordingly, day aft^er 
day, did the noble animal practice his most capti- 
vating accomplishments adjacent to the house, or, at 
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all events, in sight of the balcony, where the youths* 
fill peeress was accustomed to resort for the benefit 
of the invigorating sea-breeze ; but so intent did the 
rider appear in the management of his horse, that 
none could surmise an ulterior object was secreted 
under the apparent anxiety manifested in the tute- 
lage of the quadruped he bestrode. 

Thus far all went well, though no great progress 
was visibly effected ; but when, day after day, the 
same lessons were by me practised, without seeming 
reference to any other object than the steed's train- 
ing, the lovely cause of so much tuition made her 
appearance at the accustomed seat, as regularly as 
the white charger and his master arrived for the re- 
commencement of the lesson. 

By and bye, the lady mother joined her daughter ; 
and as I never apparet^y noticed their attention 
being drawn towards me, they evidently derived 
amusement in watching the various positions in 
which I endeavoured to place the tractable animal. 

How ardently I hoped, while the fair proprietors 
of the mansion were supporting their delicate forms 
against the fragile railings of the balcony, that some 
slight portion of the trellis work might give way, 
just sufficient to elicit a scream, and thereby afford 
opportunity for officious interference, by a speedy 
proffer of assistance. But no such denouement oc- 
curred — ^the iron work remained as immoveably fix- 
ed as the statue of Achilles, opposite Apsley House, 
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and my horse and myself might have danced on the 
shingles until we rivalled Fanny Elssler, had not the 
Fates taken pity on my perseverance, and brought 
about the much-wished-for introduction by means of 
a &r different channel to any dreamt of. 

A horticultural file was in progress of realization. 
For a long time it had been talked of, canvassed, and 
commented on ; but at length it was decided to take 
place, and the day was finally fixed. 

There is an indisputable analogy between women 
and flowers, which cannot brook contradiction, other- 
wise how comes it, when poets indite sonnets in 
praise of some seraphic being, whose favour they 
wish to conciliate, each charm of the &ir inspirer is 
ever typified by some of the lovely offsprings of 
Flora, symbolical of all that is delectable and al- 
luring. The conclusion therefore to arrive at, must 
be, that an acknowledged opinion exists, conveying 
an idea, that where the fairest exotics of the garden 
are congregated, naught but purity and innocence 
can encroach on their proximity ; and, consequently, 
children of all ages are permitted to attend horti- 
cultural shows ; whereas the announcement of a f^te- 
champ^tre^ or a dejeuner'a-lorfourchette^ would at 
once be sufficient to call forth the undisputed pre- 
rogative of the elder branches, and enclose the ju- 
venile expectants vrithin their well-protected bowers ; 
and that too, perhaps, at a period of life when the 
progress of a few short months would liberate the 
blooming girls from the trammels of seclusion which 
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custom enjoins, and then emancipates, by plunging 
them headlong amid the vortex of dissipation, inse- 
parable from a London season. 

Erroneous or not as the system may be, yet it 
cannot be denied but it is so ; but, for my part, I 
deemed the inconsistency a marvellously-wise ar- 
rangement^ for it brought to pass the long and 
ardently sighed-for introduction between Lady Lilla 
Emslie and myself. 

Once under the same roof with the beautiful en- 
slaver, I found it no very difficult matter to obtain 
the honour of being presented to the lady mother ; 
when, after a few courteously-worded common-place 
remarks, I ventured to join in the playful conversa- 
tion carried on by the circle surrounding the juvenile 
peeress; and, ere half-an-hour had elapsed, I had 
the supreme delight of occupying the long coveted 
and undivided attention of Lady Lilla exclusively to 
myself. 

** What lovely camelias !" exclaimed the fair girl ; 
" I should not have imagined so fine a collection 
could by possibility have been discovered in the neigh- 
bourhood." 

" They a/re magnificent indeed," I replied, reser- 
ving to myself the opinion which I dared not utter — 
that no flower upon earth could equal the beauty of 
the one leaning on my arm ; " but you need not be 
surprised at the splendour of those we are now look- 
ing at," I continued, " for at Lady Deerburgh's ball, 
the other evening, exactly the same description of 
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blossom and equally splendid, was worn by many a 
lady present/* 

" I heard," answered my companion, " that Lady 
Deerburgh's was a delightful party — was it not so ? 1 
should have liked to have been there.** 

*' Then why were you not ?'* I rejoined ; ** for I 
should imagine no one could consider their party com- 
plete without the presence of Lady Lilla EmsUe." 

" Oh ! you are complimentary, Captain Lugard,** 
smilingly answered my companion ; '^ but I doubt 
much if the absence or presence of so insignificant a 
person as myself, could have enhanced or detracted 
from the amusements of those who were invited.*' 

" You cannot infer you were not asked ?** I ex- 
claimed, in real astonishment. 

*^ Oh, no ! I do not mean ihalj for Lady Deer- 
burgh kindly sent manmia invitations for hersdf 
and me likewise. But I never can persuade her to 
go out of an evening alone ; for not being what is 
technically termed ** out'* myself, I am compelled to 
remain at home, and consequently manmia most ge- 
nerally denies herself the amusement of mixing in 
society, and invariably stays with me." 

No great punishment either, thought I, veishing 
at the moment^ it was possible to exchange the com- 
mand of my troop for the charge of the young lady, 
ay, and without receiving a difference^ either ! 

" But>" I continued, ** though you may not 
care to honour an evening party with your pre- 
sence, surdy y^u do not seclude yourself during 
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the day? and indeed, unless I am very much 
mistaken, I had the honour some weeks since, of 
meeting you when walking on the beach ; in fact I 
am confident I cannot be in error on that point." 

" Oh, yes," replied Lady Lilla, laughing ; " and if 
/ am not mistaken, you were riding that beautiful 
white horse, which you take such pains to train." 

" How could you have been made acquainted with 
my folly !" I exclaimed, in affected amazement ; and 
then Jded, ,vith some slight hesitation in giving 
utterance to so palpable an historical inojccuraof^ " I 
never supposed any one witnessed my efforts in 
teaching the animal some of the tricks frequently 
practised at Astley's." 

" Indeed you are quite in error. Captain Lugard," 
Lady Lilla answered, archly smiling ; ** mamma and 
myself have been daily amused at the exhibition." 

Every day she might have said, but the confession 
that I had been watched was something ! 

" And, indeed," continued the sweet girl, " we 
both agree, that your white horse is the most 
beautiful creature ever beheld." 

" Now," I ejaculated, mentally, " if the white 
horse will but stand my friend ; and if through his in- 
strumentality I eventually gain my point, the noble 
beast shall riot in com and clover for the rest of his 
natural life, and never shall he do a day's work more;" 
and while my lovely companion for an instant turned 
to pluck some violets growing on the bank beside 
the path where we were strolling, confused visions 
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of twelve miles an hour, in a plain, dark green 
chariot, pelting along the northern road, whirled 
through my brain with a rapidity not to be equal- 
led by the progress of an electric telegraphic des- 
patch of the present day ; and then the hairy-cap'd 
ostler, at the last change, looking as a matter of 
course, for the expected £5 note, with the well-un- 
derstood, though not stated meaning, " no foUowers 
aUowedf^ a consummation not only wished, but speed- 
ily achieved, by the withdrawal of a linch-pin, or 
the production of a rotten trace— oh, it was truly 
a pleasant hallucination to revel in^ but, alas ! brief 
as brilliant ! 

Yet — ^and more's the pity — ^those good old days 
have passed into oblivion. Forty years back, and^our 
legislators deemed the affairs of Mars and Neptune 
amply sufficient to furnish occupation for sage delib- 
eration, without intrenching on the prerogatives of 
Venus and Vulcan. But the schoolmaster is abroad, 
and in his northern progress failed not to trespass on 
the rights and privileges of the border, and probably 
next session will behold him to whom so many are 
indebted — ^but whether for good or for evil is best 
known to themselves — stripped of his long undisputed 
privileges, and returning to his anvil, there to forge 
fetters, not more durable, and assuredly not so lu-» 
crative to himself, as were those which in his more 
palmy days, he was wont to entwine, garnished with 
flowers, which latter perishable adornments perad- 
venture faded, ere the victims could fully appreciatQ 
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the strength of the obligations "with which they 
were entangled. 

The horticultural fete passed off, to me by far 
the most agreeable party I had participated in 
during my sojourn in Kent ; though of course, it 
must not be supposed I so far lost sight of my in- 
terest, as to devote the whole time to the lovely 
creature by whom I was so irretrieveably enchained. 
There were other duties to be attended to ; and para- 
mount of all, was to gain the good opinion of the 
titled mother; and partly, I suppose by the lady 
being pleased at seeing her daughter appear happy — 
partly by the deferential attention I took care to de- 
monstrate towards herself, added to some assurance, 
which, by the way, my enemies are kind enough to 
designate as impudence, and which they enviously 
affirm to be my forte — I had the supreme felicity, 
when handing my new acquaintances to their carriage, 
to receive an invitation to call whenever it might 
suit my convenience. 

The party drove ofl^ leaving me bowing, cap in 
hand, with a fiill sense of the gratifying honour con- 
veyed by her ladyship's kindness ; and possibly a 
, somewhat satisfectory smile, at the success of my 
own diplomacy, may have crossed my features ; and 
there I might have staid until dark, following the re- 
ceding vehicle with my earnest gaze, had not I felt 
my shoulder touched — ^a not very pleasant way, by 
the bye, of awaking a man from an agreeable reverie 
*— by my jovial subaltern, Fred. Alwick. 
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•* Capitally done, old fellow !" exclaimed my lieu- 
tenant; " you've headed them all— ^nothing could have 
been better — ten to one you'll distance the field yet. 
Pve been working hard all day in your behalf, I can 
assure you ; and the Siamese twins would have found 
it impossible to stick closer together, than I have to 
your interest, for the last five hours." 

" How do you mean ?" I replied, somewhat an- 
noyed, but unable to feel angry, when looking at 
Alwick's good-humoured countenance ; " I don't com- 
prehend you in the least J' 

"Oh, of course not," was the dry and ironical 
reply, given in a laugh ; " but don't stand here talk- 
ing when so many are observing us ; yet this I must 
tell you, Harry — you are hcUed by every man pre- 
senV^ And my mercurial friend, after delivering 
himself of so satisfactory an assurance, assumed as 
dolorous an expression as a captive missionary could 
possibly pourtray, on hearing a New Zealand chief 
directing his carcass to be prepared for luncheon. 

"A truce to this folly, Fred." I ejaculated. " What 
is it you do mean ?" 

" Well then," said my tormentor, " are you aware 
that the lady — of course I mean the younger lady — : 
the one to whom you have devoted your whole day, 
is a peeress in her own right ?" 

« Well," I answered, " what then ?" 

" Ah, I thought you knew thai ; but perhaps you 
do not know that when she comes of age — twenty- 
one^ mark you — ^not the old style of reckoning twenty- 
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five — she must have £70,000 in her own hands, ' and 
manors, lordships,^ or ladyships, or whatever you like 
to call them, amounting to about as much more per 
annum on the decease of certain respectable old per- 
sons, who, doubtless like the accommodating Israel- 
itish money lenders, will do " anything to oblige a 
friendr 

This was news indeed, but how could it affect my 
fortunes ? Pshaw ! I was not so very young in the 
world as to suppose a peeress, and only seventeen, 
would be permitted, for one instant, by her friends, 
to dream of a captain of hussars, however much the 
said captain might value himself, unless indeed he 
chanced to possess advantages sufficiently obvious to 
make a farti desirable on her side ; and as this state 
of things did not in the present instance happen ex-^ 
acliy to be the case, my rising aspirations were sud- 
denly annihilated, and they sank as rapidly as the 
value of railroad scrip in the present day. The fol- 
lowing morning, I devoted more than the period 
usually allotted to the toilet, in adonizing my 
person ; and although bostrokizon and bandoline had 
not their existence at that period, there were numer- 
ous others of the cosmetic and twisting fraternity, 
wherewith to make a man as unlike what nature in- 
tended him as possible. 

It would be prolix were I to detail the course of 
my gradually progressing intimacy with that fascina- 
ting girl. The mother invariably received me with 
kindness ; but when she discovered an old acquaint- 

E 
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ance from out some of my numerous relations, her 
regard partook more of the affection of a parent to- 
wards a son than urbanity to a stranger. Whether 
Lady Lilla Emslie esteemed me as a brother, I 
cannot say ; but if so, it was decidedly in the light 
of what families term a "favourite one." I have 
often since those happy days cogitated touching 
what object his beautiftil girl's preceptress could have 
had in bringing her daughter and myself so constantly, 
and apparently designedly, together, but all supposi- 
tion as to the reasons then actuating the party, is ut- 
terly fruitless at this distant date. The effect however 
might readily have been surmised by any one who 
for a minute cared to watch us together. For my 
part, I was irrevocably in love, as the saying is — 
« head over heels—" gone past all redemption, deeper 
and deeper than shaft was ever sunk by the boldest 
and most speculating adventurer in Mexico, when 
hunting for gold. Respecting my idolized compa- 
nion, I can but guess what the state of her feelings 
might have been. True it is, she never avowed her 
preference ; nor indeed, did I ever press the point ; 
but judging from certain Uttle passages in our ac- 
quaintance, I flatter^ myself there were groimds for 
the pleasing belief, that her ladyship did not deem 
her aristocratic pedigree, contaminated by her inter- 
course with the commoner. 

In her delightful society time flew on rapid wings. 
All was happiness unalloyed ; and how could it be 
otherwise, when blessed^ by the seeming preference 



.-^^ 



THE WHITE CHARGER. 27 

of one, who in my estimation shone forth immea- 
surably superior to any woman I had previously met. 

But like the forerunner of a tropical hurricane, 
the felicitous appearance of security in which I 
basked, was but the prelude to my annihilation, and 
when the coming — ^though at that time impercepti- 
ble—cloud did break over my devoted head, I was 
indeed imdone. 

It was a delicious afternoon, when, as usual, being 
in attendance on the all engrossing object of what 
poets term their 
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visitor after visitor poured into the room, where 
we were seated, and the conversation having passed 
from one light topic to another, the never-failing 
subject of the rare and exquisite beauty of the 
white charger was unfortunately brought on the tapis. 

" I should marvellously covet the possession of 
that quadruped," observed a very juvenile individual, 
just gazeted to a cometcy in a yeomanry corps. 
" I think I woidd astonish the natives, when we get 
out for our summer drill." 

" I quite agree with you," interrupted Fred Al- 
wick, " there can be little doubt on that head, pro- 
vided you don't part company, which" — ^he added, in 
a lower tone — *^ would be anything but unlikely." 

" Part company," answered the other, " oh, no, not 
I ; nothing would prevail on me to separate from my 
horse." 
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" Unless at the animars own request," laughingly 
replied the Lieutenant. 

" How do you mean ?" observed the other, not 
perceiving the drift of the allusion to the probability 
of his knowledge of equitation being somewhat 
circumscribed ; " and then when returning to sit on 
that noble charger, at the head of my men, smoking 
my ecume de mer^ it would indeed look imposing — 
ay — soldier-like, would it not ?" 

" I dare say it would," answered the other, " and 
very appropriate description of pipe to indulge in, 
when mounted on the snow-white horse." 

" Indeed, would it ?" observed the yeomanry officer ; 
" ecume de mer— froth of the sea — capital !" 

" Emblematic, I suppose," added Alwick, highly 
amused, " of your having risen from the foaming 
brine, on one of Neptune's milk-white steeds." 

" What a beautiful idea !" chimed in a not very 
gagacious, but highly romantic young lady. " Does 
your horse ever swim in the sea. Captain Lugard ? 
Oh, it must be so deliciously delightful to see that 
adorable charger breasting the waves in all his glory, 
like Leander crossing the Hellespont. Now do^ 
pray do make him swim about." 

Whereupon, the lady visitors before alluded to, all 
chimed in with the strange request, " Do swim him 
about. Captain Lugard, now pray do — ^it will be so 
pretty, and so extremely pleasant to look at." 

" Do you wish me to swim the horse, Lady Lilla ?" 
I enquired, turning towards the only person among 
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the party who had not uttered an opinion on the 
subject ; ^^ since if it is your desire, the matter is at 
once settled." 

" Why, I must own," replied the beautiful girl, 
** that, provided there is not any danger likely to af- 
fect yourself, or damage to the white charger, I can- 
not deny but that I should very much enjoy the 
spectacle,^ 

" Well then," I answered, ^ if such is yovr wish, I 
vnll essay my nautical trip to-morrow, at the same 
hour as now ;" and having received thanks for my 
acquiescence to the whim of the ladies, I took my 
leave. 

We are told that the punishment for peccadilloes 
committed by our ancestors will be visited on their 
descendants, premising which to be the case, some 
one or other of my progenitors must have broken all 
the commandments at once, at least if I am to judge 
of the wickedness of his proceedings by the unex- 
ampled punishment inflicted on myself, as expiatory 
of my defunct relative's amusements when living. 

What particular description of forbidden pastime 
the gentleman was addicted to, of course remains, at 
least to me, unknown ; but the sufferings which I 
underwent on the water must have fully atoned for 
whatever he might have committed on the land — ^but 
my readers will come to that presently. 

What evil planet ruled my destiny at the moment 
I left Lady Lilla's presence, it were vain for me to 
attempt investigating, for instead of returning to the 
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barracks, I rode slowly along the beach, and, on fol- 
lowing a slight deviation from the main track, 'occa^ 
sioned by a stream rushing down a gully, and pour- 
ing its tribute into the ocean, I pulled up my horse, 
cogitating as to what might produce the best effect 
in the performance of the morrow's pantomime. Ay, 
verily, it was a pantomime to some but something 
beyond even tragedy to myself. 

Even at this moment, when a gulf of long long 
years separates the actual performance of the exhi- 
bition from the recollection of the reality, the very 
blood circulating near my heart becomes checked in 
its progress, and turns icy cold, as I retrace in ima^ 
gination the result of my insane promise. 

The spot whereon I then halted, was, as previous- 
ly mentioned, hidden from view of the house where 
my kind friends resided, and, the better to cogitate 
undisturbed on the most approved method of gaining 
eclat by my embryo acquatic expedition, I dismount- 
ed from my steed, and seated myself on the green turf. 

I cannot call to mind that at that period I had 
ever swam a horse, and certainly not in the sea ; and, 
to the best of my knowledge, the white charger was 
equally innocent of the pastime. Individually, I was 
an adept in the art, and doubtless the animal could 
keep above water likewise ; yet how to manage him 
when off terra firma puzzled me not a little. Com- 
mon sense pointed out the inutility of having re- 
course to the bridle, since a check on the curb must 
inevitably throw him on his back, and consequently 
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engalph me under him ; but as knowledge in most 
cases is only to be attained by experience, I resolved 
to have a rehearsal forthwith. No one was near — 
not a living soul could behold me where I then was. 

Though, as a matter of necessity, I should be com- 
pelled to ruin one suit of uniform in the salt water 
on the morrow, I saw no necessity for infringing on 
the forbearance of my tailor by destroying two ; and, 
with this laudable consideration for the man to whom 
I was so greatly indebted, I commenced divesting 
myself of my apparel, when, having unsaddled my 
horse, and trusting to his docility, I slipped the 
bridle over his head, and vaulting on his back, with 
nothing save my hussar cap ornamenting my person, 
I pressed my unarmed heels to my charger's sides, 
whereupon, sliding down the first ridge of the shel- 
ving bank, like the launch of some graceful frigate 
gliding into, what the newspapers term, " its native 
element," my steed and I were, in one instant, ca- 
reering on and under the waves ; but, after a few 
struggles, the animal left the surf behind him, and 
swam straight out to sea. 

This was a proceeding considerably more exciting 
than I had calculated on as an amusement ; but, 
concluding the brute's instinct would soon induce 
him to return, I made myself as easy as the novel cir- 
cumstances in which I found myself would permit, 
and placidly awaited his pleasure for swimming back 
again. But not a bit of it : not the slightest appear- 
ance of a desire to do any thing of the sort actuated 
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the creature. Away went the beast, carrying me 
with him, sticking to his back as tightly as a limpet 
to a rock. The joke was now becoming serious. 
Did the pallid monster purpose to carry me out to 
sea, where we must both perish ? It certainly look- 
ed very much like it ; and then, again, supposing he 
persisted for some time longer in his present course, 
and afterwards determined on a retrograde move- 
ment, would he have sufficient strength remaining to 
enable him to reach the shore ? 

These were by no means pleasant cogitations ; but 
my feelings at that period were absolutely felicitous 
compared to the horrible sensations I was speedily 
doomed to undergo. 

In vain I stretched out my arm, striving to guide 
the demon, by pressing his jaws ; but all in vain ; on- 
ward he swam, paying no more attention to the 
words by which he was accustomed to be ruled, than 
though he had never listened to my voice. In front 
was a long boundless extent of sea : I turned in con- 
sternation to my right, and there again saw nothing 
but the unfathomable deep. To the left was the 
distant town of Deal ; but, on changing my uncom- 
fortable position, to ascertain how far I had pro- 
gressed from the land, on this most unhappy voyage, 
to my indescribable dread I found the tide had drift- 
ed us to nearly opposite the identical mansion I had, 
but some half-hour since, quitted. Judge what my 
sensations must have been, when, holding tight by 
the mane and tail of the accursed brute, to enable 
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me to vere my body round, the better to ascertain 
whether any one occupied the well-kno^n balcony, I 
beheld that fiend in human shape, Fred. Alwick, 
gesticulating and waving his handkerchief in all di- 
rections, like a split mainsail in a gale of wind, with 
the not-to-be mistaken purpose of summoning, from 
far and near, all and every human being he could 
collect, to witness the unexpected kindness, on my 
part, in so readily and with such extreme delicacy 
catering for the amusement of the party on shore, 
rather than keep them in suspense, though it were 
but till the following day. 

Oh, how I cursed his obtuse officiousness at that 
moment ! But what signified my feelings as regard- 
ed him f in all probability we should never meet 
again. I was evidently bound for New York, the 
West or East Indies, China, or the Loo-Choo Islands 
— ^who could tell ? no one on earth or sea, save the 
infernal horse, and the foul fiend that possessed him. 
Yet of one thing I was morally certain, and that was, 
that wherever the demon I bestrode cared to wan- 
der, there I most unquestionably must go likewise ; 
and so we progressed, till, seriously fearing the ani- 
mal was in right earnest resolved on quitting Eng- 
land for ever, I again looked back, in hopes of dis- 
cerning some symptom of aid in progress, to avert 
my destruction ; and, in so doing, I was not far re- 
moved from meeting the fate of Lot's wife— with 
this difference only — that whereas the lady in ques- 
tion was converted into salt, I was on the point of 

F 
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being preserved in brine; since, forgetting at the 
moment tlie*uncaparisoned state of my steed* as well 
as of myself, I slipped from the brute's back, and, 
had it not been for the grip I fortunately held on his 
mane, he would most assuredly have pursued his 
voyage alone. 

For some seconds both horse and rider were under 
water ; but, after violent exertions, and undergoing a 
lively and far from pleasurable idea of the sensations 
said to be attendant on immediate suffocation, I con- 
trived to regain my seat. 

At first I was so utterly confused as scarcely to 
comprehend the peril of my position, nor appro- 
date my escape from drowningi but on shaking the 
water from my head, after the fashion of a New- 
foundland dog, on emerging from his bath, a vivid 
consciousness of my situation returned, when, to my 
wonder and dismay, I found I was seated with my 
face to the animal's tail, thereby affording me an un- 
interrupted view of the coast, fest receding from my 
sight. 

What would I not have given for some article 
wherewith to have made a signal of distress, a hand- 
kerchief, a bit of linen, anything in the hope of ob- 
taining relief, would have been gladly welcomed. 
But I had nothing, literally nothing, save my cap, 
with its shining gold lines and scarlet bag, which the 
more I waved in the air, the greater delight, I after- 
wards heard was afforded to those on shore, they 
supposing the signal to be emblematical of my per- 
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feet contentment and full confidence in that novel 
species of exhibition. 

From the distance I had progressed from the land, 
it was impossible anj of the spectators could identify 
the &ct of my non-costume ; and as the gold on my 
busby glittered in the sun, it never was imagined I 
was otherwise arrayed than en grand tenue. 

I now feirly gave myself up for lost, all hope of 
succour faded from my mind ; not a spec could I dis* 
cover on the entire sur&ce of the wide ocean before 
me, giving promise of a ship or boat of any des- 
cription, whereby I might be arrested in my unenvi- 
able progress ; and then flashed across my mind the 
dreadfu] question, that even supposing through some 
unlooked-for miracle, I was discovered, what should 
I be taken for ? Ay — ^what indeed could the inha- 
bitants of any ship suppose I was ? Surely no mariner 
since the time of Noah, ever encountered such a sight 
in the middle of the ocean as me and my accursed 
charger ! And then, strange to say, I marvelled how I 
should be returned next month, in the last page of the 
Army List. They would not write me ** dead," surely ? 
And as I should soon be out of sight, who could say 
I was " drowned ?" — " killed in action," I certainly 
was not, and as for " missing," that was impossible, as 
every body on the beach saw which way I went. All 
sorts of strange &ncies floated through my brain, until 
I arrived at the conclusion they would record my ab- 
sence as having ^* gone to sea on his charger ;" odd, 
very odd, certainly, but such I imagined would be 
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my epitaph. What other undefined ideas floated in 
my mind I cannot recollect, but I shrewdly suspect 
my senses would soon have forsaken me altogetber,had 
not another cause for anxiety outbalanced even the 
horror I felt at undertaking the compulsory voyage. 

What the brute saw; felt, or thought, I heeded 
not ; but suddenly, and without any apparent reason, 
he wheeled about, nearly capsizing me a second time, 
and then made straight for the shore. 

The predicament I was now to encounter, exceed- 
ed in agony, all I had previously undergone, for the 
vile quadruped in spite of my manifold caresses and 
most endearing terms, swam on with renewed vigour, 
making for the identical spot of beach, close to the 
abode of my beloved, where he had so often been 
fed from my hand, as encouragement when perform- 
ing the various tricks I taught him, and of which I 
was now about to reap the fruit. 

Forward we sped ; no power of mine could in- 
duce him to deviate from his course ; and my intense 
despair, can better be imagined than expressed, when 
on looking over my shoulder, I perceived the bal- 
cony, and indeed most of the adjoining houses, 
crowded to the very roofs with spectators. Sorely 
against my will, was I carried, even like Mazeppa, in 
aU and every respect, saving that the future Hetman 
of the Cossack, had a prospect of revenge to look 
forward to, while I had nothing to anticipate beyond 
hopeless misery and irretrievable disgrace. 

In desperation, I spread my charger's long tail on 
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the surface of the water, vainly hoping it might act 
on the brute^s carcass, as a rudder would to a vessel ; 
but all was fruitless. Onward we still went, he 
plunging, snorting, and breasting the waves, while I, 
miserable wretch, crouched down as &t as possible in 
futile attempts to screen mj unhappy person in the 
water. 

Suddenly, the most fearfiil shouts rent the air; 
voices well known to my acute ears, became awfully 
distinguishable ; laughter, shrieks, and screams, min- 
gling together in one wild din, nearly drove me firan- 
tic; there I was, clinging to the beast with the 
tenacity of a creditor. Escape was impossible ; no 
friendly shelter was at hand — ^the die was cast — and 
my destiny was to be accomplished. A few more 
eflForts succeeded, and with a violent plimge, the wild 
brute touched the shingle with hii^ fore feet ; with 
a spring he reached the first shelve of the beach — 
the second cleared the next — ^the third he stood at 
the gate of that house which of all habitations in the 
universe, I had rather should have crumbled to 
atoms at the instant, burying me in its ruins, than 
have witnessed such a catastrophe. For an instant, 
and for one instant only, as if to assure himself he 
bad fully retaliated on me for all the injuries imposed 
on him during his education, the white charger stood 
beneath the window, but not feeling the accustomed 
check of the bit, away he again started, and this 
time towards the town, I holding on like grim death, 
clasping his tail wHh both hands, and followed by 
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such yells, as throats, rendered hoarse hj laughing, 
could utter ; and thus with an escort of curs, added 
to the shrill screams of urchins, which my mad 
career attracted, the white horse dashed through the 
town — ^rushed past the astonished sentry at the bar- 
rack gate, making for his stable ; nor did he for one 
second slack his impetuous course till he lost his 
footing on the sUppery stones by the officers' quar- 
ters, where providentially, his proceedings were ab- 
breviated, and I and the milk-white steed, rolled 
together in the dirty gutter of the barrack-yard, I 
breaking my head, and he his knees. 



" A creditable thing for the regiment, you have 
brought to pass to^iay. Captain Lugard ^ exclaimed 
Fred. Alwick, entering my room, where, more dead 
than aUve, I was recUning on my coach, my head 
wrapped in vinegar and bandages, and my thoughts 
cursing in sUence the disasters of that dreadful morn- 
ing ; " not only have you disgraced yourself past all 
redemption," he continued, " but you have affixed 
an everlasting, and no very creditable stigma on the 
corps, which neither time nor explanation can by 
possibility effiu^e ! What," he exclaimed, raising his 
voice, ** what on mrA could have induced you so to 
commit yourself?" 

" It was iwrf on earth," I replied, testily ; " it was 
on the sea." 

" Sea or shore," interrupted my monitor, " you've 
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done for yourself here — and for me into the bargain. 
You must be mad — ^raving--downright mad, to have 
played so abominable and infttmous a joke !" 

'* Infamous r I exclaimed, roused to anger as 
much by the epithet, as by the tone of voice, and the 
manner in which the objectionable word was uttered. 
^* Strong language, sir, and not to be tolerated with 
impunity, I assure you ; yet, considering appearances 
are certainly somewhat against me— at least it may 
seem so to those unacquainted with the somewhat 
unadvised facts — I will first take the trouble to ex- 
plain how the abominable exploit had its origin ; and 
then possibly you will see the desirability of retract- 
ing your expression." 

My friend — ^who, by the way, was no friend at that 
moment — ^merely inclined his head, as though pre- 
pared to listen; but before opportimity offered for 
commencing a detail of my miseries, my servant en- 
tered the apartment, saying, two gentlemen were 
waiting below, and requested I would see them with- 
out delay. 

" What do they want?" I exclaimed, in no very good 
humour. " Who are they ? Do you know them ?" 

'^ I rather think, sir," replied my batman, " they 
are what are called civil officers." 

" Civil officers !" I responded, connecting the de- 
nomination with indistinct notions of gentlemen at- 
tached to the household of sheriffs and dwellers in 
sponging houses ; " I am not aware I owe a shilling 
to any one here." 
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" Oh no, sir," replied my attendant, " I don't think 
they are anything of that sort, sir ; but I rather ima- 
gine they belong to what they call the ' Suppression 
of Vice Society.' Shall I turn them out, sir ?" And 
my worthy servitor grinned, as the notion of a sa- 
lubrious ducking under the stable pump suggested 
itself. 

" Oh, members of the * Society for the Suppression 
of Vice,' you say — ^why, what can they want with 
me ? However, show them up," I exclaimed ; and 
accordingly up they came. 

A corpulent individual, by no means emblematical 
of having forsworn the appropriation of good cheer 
for his immediate benefit, made his, apparently nn- 
willing appearance, propelled by the aid of the digits 
of his lean companion, following in the rear ; neither 
of whom gave evidence of anxiety for the interview, 
however great their wish may have been uttered ver- 
bally prior to the meeting taking place. 

To abbreviate my story, the worthies at last made 
known they were delegated to call at my quarters, 
on account of the disgraceful exhibition, which, they 
affirmed, I had thought iBt voluntarily to exhibit in 
their streets. In vain I endeavoured to explain. The 
dignity and respectability of Deal, they said, had been 
outraged ; common decency had been lost sight of, by 
the perpetration of — to say the least of it — ^an un- 
gentlemanlike and disgraceful joke. The authorities, 
they affirmed, were resolved to commence an action 
against me forthwith, added to which it was their 
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&xed intent to report my outra^ous conduct to the 
Commander-in-chief; wheD» having unbosomed themi- 
8elyes of such unpalatable information, my uninyited 
visitors decamped. 

Thisi however, was a trifle compared to my un- 
dissembled vnretchedness at finding the mansion of 
my adored closed against me. Again and again 
I essayed to obtain an entrance, but without ei&ct, 
the original Cerberus could not have been more de- 
termined to stop the way, than wa£i his modem 
representative. 

Bribes and threats, each in their turn were at- 
tempted, but though the janitor took the one, and 
smiled blandly while listeniug to the other, still was 
I as far from gaining an audience with my beloved, 
as though we had never met. 

That failing, I essayed to wield my pen ; but to 
my bitter grief, the epistle I had worded with extreme 
care, and bedewed with tears of heartfelt contrition 
and repentance, was returned unopened. 

It might be supposed, my misery had by this time 
reached its climax ; but not a bit of it ; more was yet 
in store ; neither was it tardy in making its ap- 
pearance. 

Two days elapsed ; the punctilious Lieutenant 
never made his appearance near my quarters, nor in- 
deed did any one of my Deal imeparaUe acquaint- 
ances honour me with the light of their counte- 
nances during that wretched period ; no one, save my 
servant, approached my solitude, who ever and anon 

6 
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brought tidings of passing events, but all the infor- 
mation he could gather on what I deemed of vital 
importance, augured the reverse of favourable to 
my hopes. 

^* Here's a real un now, sir," exclaimed the trust- 
worthy dependant, entering my room, on tiptoe, his 
fore-finger significantly placed on the side of his 
nose. ** Here's a real un^ come this time, sir^ — ^what 
shall I do with un ?" 

** Do with who ?" I inquired, angrily, being in no 
degree disposed to tolerate my domestic's ill-timed 
buflFoonery. 

^* Why, the real un^ sir," added Mr. Jilks ; ** I 
knows him by his tops and belcher handkerchief; he 
aint none of them Oppressive Vice Society, not he, 
sir — I can't be mistaken — I knows he's a real un. 
What shall I do with un ?" 

Any arrangement for the strange gentleman's ac- 
commodation which might have suggested itself as 
desirable, was rendered wholly superfluous by the 
^* real un^ as Jilks styled him, pushing that officious 
individual on one side, and then entering the apart- 
ment in propria persona. 

The maviter in modo had assuredly formed no 
material feature in the superficial portion of my 
visitor's education, for advancing to the table where 
I was seated, and without even performing the cus- 
tomary courtesy of imcovering the huge round head 
placed on his Atlas-looking shoulders, he opened the 
conversation with the abrupt inquiry — 
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^^ Is you Captain Lugard, as belongs to this here 
regiment ?'* 

To so leading a question, as lawyers would term 
it, I of course, replied in the affirmative, whereupon 
the " real uri^ produced a dirty slip of paper, which 
being extended towards me, I involuntarily received; 
on which my new acquaintance exclaiming, " You're 
sarved," turned on his heel, and was about to take 
his departure, had I not requested some further elu- 
cidation of his eccentric proceedings. 

** What is the purport of this paper, my friend ?" 
I inquired ; " what is it about ?" 

*^ It's a mmmums^ was the laconic reply. 

" For what purpose ?" I asked. " What is the 
meaning of it ?" 

" Vy, don't you see ?" growled this animated legal 
instrument, pointing to the dumb one ; " it's a sum- 
mums to appear afore a Bench at the Town Hall 
to-morrow, 10 preceeselee" and having delivered him- 
self of this extensive information, he was again about 
to take his leave, but a second time I arrested his 
progress. 

" My good friend," I exclaimed ; " I pray you tell 
me, what can the Bench possibly want with me ?" 

** You know best about all that ere, I suppose," 
growled the policeman ; " how can / tell ? I wam't 
present." 

" Present at what ?" I exclaimed, beginning to 
surmise my escapade on that accursed horse was at 
the bottom of this fresh turmoil ; " present when ?'* 
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•* Ven ! vy, Yen you Committed the nuisness,'' re- 
plied the fellow ; and decUning to prolong the oon- 
reffiation^ the man with the glared hat vanifihed. 

Once more left to my painM ruminations — a spe- 
cieg of salutary reflection, which during the laBt eight 
and forty hours had sufifered very little interruption- 
it was impodsible to contemplate an appearance be^ 
fore thft bench of fiiagletrateftj with most of whom I 
was intimately acquainted, without a sensation of un- 
conquerable repugnance. That I was innocent of 
any intenUokal breach of decorum, was worse than 
nothing as a defence, when opposed to the multipli*- 
city of evidence, which doubtless would be arrayed 
againit W^. That the e^osi had been perpetrated, 
hundreds could conscientiously aver ; but in proof of 
exonerating myself from a charge of ** malice pre- 
pense" in getting up the exhibition, whom could I 
fiubpcsna as a witness? No one. To be sure I 
should be allowed to adduce what I pleased in my 
own justification; biit would any one back my asser- 
tions ? I should mther imagine not. Half Deal 
had witnessed the gross outrage, as they termed it ; 
and the present vindicative proceeding bore incontest- 
ible evidence that I was already condemned, even 
before my explanation had be^n called for. 

Ay, but thete was another thing which flashed 
through my brain somewhat unpleasantly ; suppose I 
nm convicted ?^— of which result 1 entertained very 
little^ if indeed any doubt at all. But, supposing 
they did convict me---*what tben ? 
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The Times newspaper was lying on the table, and 
as if in answer to my mentaUj-advanced question of 
" what then ?" my eyes rested on a column, headed 
** Police," the first glance on which communicated 
the satisfactory intelligence, that a poor wretch 
haying been brought before a magistrate charged 
with the commission of some paltry peccadillo, con- 
siderably inferior in magnitude to that alleged against 
myself, was summarily despatched to the treadmill 
for six weeks, and moreover condemned to pay a pe- 
Cuniary fine prior to releasement What! and 
should / be sent to the treadmill ! Why not, if 
ibund guilty! and guilty most unquestionably I 
should be pronounced* The pecuniary fine was no- 
thing ; but the treadmill ! I could not stand that ; 
disgrace was bad enough, in aU conscience ; but to be 
continually going up stairs for forty-two days, was 
more than my philosophy or constitution either could 
stoically endure^ and in such society too ! Bah i the 
very idea was revolting. Summoning, therefore, 
Mr. Jilks to my aid, I ordered my horses to be sad- 
dled, and resolved on galloping over to Canterbury in 
the hope of being able to obtain leave for a few weeks, 
during which time, I doubted not but my recent 
9nat-a^ropos contretemps would be either ezplaiofed 
away, or forgotton in dissertation on some more 
kmuring occurrence. 

By this it will be seen, how extremely circum- 
scribed was my knowledge regarding the ubiquity of 
the law ; for while urging my horse aiong the road 
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at a good pace after leaving Deal, I indulged in the 
fallacious pleasantry that the Bench, together -with 
the power wielded by the magistrates thereon seat- 
ed, were rendered powerless in proportion to the 
distance I was momentarily plmng between us. 

That my calculations on this head were somewhat 
erratic, I need scarcely inform my readers, especially 
if their " whereabouts" chance to be adjacent to any 
of those mysterious localities, denominated " Inns of 
Court." 

Arrived at my destination, I rode direct to the 
barracks, when to my utter dismay I found myself 
shunned and studiously avoided by every one of my 
brother officers. Neither could I with reason have 
expected otherwise, for as I afterwards ascertained^ 
my amiable subaltern had previously dispatched his 
version of the unhappy bathing exhibition, which 
account it appeared in no very superabundant mea- 
sure tended to my benefit, nor yet placed my eques- 
trian prowess in a strikingly favourable light. Had 
I refiected at the moment that Fred. Alwick chanced 
to be the senior subaltern in the regiment, I might 
with less difficulty, have comprehended his anxiety 
to render my position in the corps as irksome as 
could well be efiected, not that I believe he enter- 
tained the slightest aversion to me individually, but 
it is marvellous to what extremes men will venture 
when military promotion is the goal aimed at. 

On reaching the Colonel's quarters, I was told that 
his Lordship was engaged, added to which, being ab* 
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isent from Deal without leave, I was desired to com- 
municate the cause of my appearance in Canterbury, 
through the adjutant. To that functionary's abode 
I accordingly proceeded, and there, as in the bar- 
rack-yard, I experienced from those who for years I 
had regarded as my friends, naught beyond chilling 
civility considerably more galling than would have 
been open warfare. 

Too proud to enter on explanation or argument, 
where I plainly perceived my case had been pre-judg- 
ed, I limited my intercourse to the purport of the 
official business calling me to head-quarters, which 
having embodied in an epistle to the commanding 
officer, and delivered into the custody of the adju- 
tant, I turned my back upon the barracks, and rode 
towards the Fountain. 

Here was I again doomed to encounter worse than 
irritation. A county dinner was to take place at 
Wright's on that same day, and consequently the 
hotel was thronged with the elite of the neighbour- 
hood, among most of whom I found myself on pas* 
«ing through the archway ; but as for sociability, I 
might as well at that moment have domiciled in the 
very centre of the Great Desert, as regarded recog- 
nition of my presence, by any one I met ; in brief, I 
was cut dead^ and as far as was there made manifest, 
I might as well have been dead, for like Nicodemas 
in the inimitable farce, persons with whom but a few 
days since, I was intimately acquainted, brushed by 
me, with eyes fixed elsewhere or in vacancy; but 
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none looked towards me, much less addressed even 
a casual observation as we met. 

This was a bitter trial calmly to endure, yet, what 
could I do against the unanimous decision of a whole 
coimty, when a proposal to avoid me had evidently 
been carried nem. con. 

To contend single-handed against all Kent, sa* 
voured too strongly of the Quixotic; accordingly, 
I entered the first unoccupied room I foimd, rang 
for pen and paper, and immediately addressed an 
epistle to the ** County Independent," giving a 
true and unvarnished statement of the affair as 
bona fide the whole occurred; but this, as eventually 
proved, in no way ameUorated my position, for none 
would accord credence to a syllable I asserted, while 
at the same time, the most extravagant fabrications 
concocted to my disparagement gained ready listeners, 
and obtained unquestioned belief. 

From having been a fSted^ favoured, and honoured 
guest, I now found myself looked upon as something 
far too atrocious for toleration. I was completely 
deserted, and evidently despised by all. Canterbury 
vras no place for me to remain at; I therefore only 
waited for an answer to my application for leave, 
when I resolved to quit the town without an instant's 
delay. 

The looked-for document made its appearance in 
my room, about the same time the soup did the same 
up stairs, thus leaving me at liberty to emerge from 
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my apartment without undergoing the insufferable 
scrutiny I had ahready been subjected to. The pur- 
port of the Colonel's reply was to the following 
effect : after expatiating on the regret his lord- 
ship experienced in having detached an officer fipom 
head quarters, whose capability of upholding the 
name and respectability of the distinguished re- 
giment he had the honour to command, had been so 
glaringly demonstrated, " the Commanding Officer 
" felt himself imperatively called on to relieve Cap- 
tain Lugard from a responsibility, which recent cir- 
cumstances too palpably evinced he was totally in- 
" competent to hold.*' Pleasant, certainly I but there 
was more yet — " Viewing the unparalleled and most 
" extraordinary proceedings," so went the epistle — 
" which had recently occupied the attention of the 
^ inhabitants of Deal and its adjacent neighbourhood, 
" occasioning much odium to be attached to the 
** Hussars there quartered," his lordship expressed an 
anxiety universally felt that the Officer then in com- 
mand at that station would find it convenient to relieve 
his brethren in arms of an embarrassing proximity by 
quitting the corps forthwith, which arrangement, he 
not only subscribed to, but kindly condescended 
to promise, should meet with no opposition whatever 
on his part. 

•' Sic transit gloria mundi," 

and thus was to terminate all my ideal visions and 
long-cherished hopes of military renown ; and through 

H 
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what? simply by the viciousness of the accursed 
milk-white steed ! ! 

Once more I seized my pen, but in this instance 
solely to direct my groom at Deal to sell the detested 
cause of my miseries in any way and for whatever 
sum he could obtain the only imperative command 
affixed to the order being an unconditional authority 
to get rid of him by any means he could hit on. 

The Colonel's communication, in my paroxysm of 
anger, I unfortunately omitted to acknowledge, which 
neglect eventually cost me £5000, a large sum for 
so apparently venial an omission, but a fact never- 
theless. I forgot to mention the adjutant's envelope 
contained a month's leave of absence, that period 
being judged amply sufficient for carrying out the 
usual preliminaries necessary for my quitting the 
service. 

With a heavy heart, and wholly undecided how to 
act, I ordered my horses to be sent back to Deal, 
and taking Mr. Jilks with me, I hurried up to town, 
and soon found myself in undisputed possession of 
my oft-tenanted and comfortable rooms at Long's. 

" Please, sir," observed my domestic, his counte- 
nance pale with horror, when, on the following morn- 
ing he entered my room — " Please, sir, the real ^un^s 
come again." 

** The devil !" I exclaimed, for the first time enter- 
taining considerable doubts as to the correctness of 
my perfect freedom from the Deal bench ; " th^ deuce 
he is !" 
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'' And no mistake, sir/' replied Mr. Jilks ; and 
truly no error whatever was discernible in the matter, 
for adopting the system, which on a former occasion 
he so successfully attempted, of entering the room 
closely after the astonished valet, my Deal acquaint- 
ance with the before-mentioned glazed hat again 
confronted me. 

" Sunmiums afore — varrant now," observed the 
man of few words ; " you're vanted." 

** Wanted! Where ?" I exclaimed. 

*^ Metropolitan District Court," was the laconic 
answer. 

" But by what authority do you pretend to serve 
warrants out of your own county ?" I continued, get- 
ting irate. 

** All right," was the response ; " reg'larly backed 
with the seal of the Middlesex Beak, and they're a 
vaiting on you, so cut !" 

Argument in such a case was evidently out of the 
question ; professing therefore my wiUingness, which, 
however, in reality, savoured little of ready compli- 
ance, to accompany my unwelcome visitor wherever 
he might be pleased to lead, we left the room, and 
on the landing-place encountered two denizens of 
Scotland Yard, posted, I opine, in case their services 
might be required. To parade Bond Street with 
such an escort, imposing as it might appear, by no 
means accorded with my views, so, calling a cab, I 
was indulgently permitted to enjoy that luxury at 
my private expence, with the trifling drawback of 
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participating in, the society of the two policemen 
inside, while the " man of Kent*' occupied the box- 
seat in friendly companionship with the driver. 

Matters were fast beginning to assume an appear- 
ance somewhat beyond a joke. The cab pulled up in 
Mary-le-bone Lane, and the Police pulled me out on 
the pavement, and in less time than it occupies in 
recounting, I found myself leaning against a greasy 
wooden bar, in a bare unfurnished room, confronted 
by a seemingly unwashed magistrate, flanked by two 
unquestionably dirty clerks. 

It was very evident the unclean law dispenser was 
not paid by the job ; at least if that was the method 
of remuneration for his time he made very little by 
me, for after listening to whatever was happening 
around, rather than pay attention to some indis- 
tinctly muttered swearing pointedly got up for his 
especial hearing, he casually glanced towards an ex- 
hibition of filthy thumb nails exposed on the cover 
of a book, to the revolting appearance of which — 
viz. nails and cover — ^it would have been extremely 
puzzling to have awarded the palm for dirtiness. 

In a few ^conds I was forcibly hustled from the 
awfiil presence of the English Solomon, and being 
placed in a chaise, guarded as before, had the pleasing 
satis&ction of learning I was on my way back to 
Deal, the objectionable proceeding being put in force 
simply by the sapient justice backiug the warrant 
for my transfer. 

But why dwell on this part of my narrative? 
The agony already encountered I fancied nothing 
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could exceed ; but my mistake was painfully pal- 
pable when placed before that dreaded ** Bench," 
from which I foolishly fancied I had so adroitly es- 
caped. Indeed, were I to undertake a recapitulation 
of what befel me when returned to Deal I should 
signally fail, for to such excrutiating tension were 
my nerves strung, that I doubt if full sensibility 
came to my aid, until I was securely lodged in the 
County Gaol at Maidstone, with the satisfGustoiy as- 
surance from the keeper, that I was " precious lucky 
in only getting a month of it." 

" Getting a month of it !" what could the man in 
shorts, and high-lows mean ? and a sickening feeling 
of anticipated evil crept oyer me, as I thought of 
the police report, which I perused in the Times the 
evening I left Deal. 

" Could he allude to the treadmill !" thought I. 
Oh, no! that was too horrible— nevertheless, the 
idea pertinaciously kept hold on my imagination 
with a stubbornness not to be shaken off by any ex- 
ertion on my part. Then came a faint recollection 
of the Magistrate on the bench having passed either 
a sentence or eulogium on my conduct, but if my ex- 
istence depended upon saying which, it would have 
be^i utterly impossible for me to do so; all I 
could call to mind was, that the last time I beheld 
him previous to this " unexpected pleasure," the 
Justice was seated at his own private table, similarly 
in appearance to what I then beheld. Assuredly he 
did address me, but between shame and rage, at find- 
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ing myself in so humiliating a position, any attempt 
to catch the meaning of one syllable, was to me 
utterly impracticable. All I can safely vouch for, 
was a conviction that the old gentleman inclined 
his head most energetically, and as I then thought 
in a highly courteous manner, towards me. What 
description of insanity took possession of my mind, I 
leave to be unravelled by the physicians at St. 
Luke's, but under the extraordinary hallucination 
that my respected acquaintance was re-enacting the 
often before practised civility of asking me to drink 
wine^ I replied smiling, while at the same time I re- 
turned his bow, ** that nothing could afford me 
greater pleasure." A strange retort certainly, com'* 
ing Irom the lips of an offender on hearing himself 
ordered a month's hard labour at the treadmill ; and 
of course my answer was attributed by eveiy person 
in that crowded hall to insufferable insolence, and 
something worse flian fool-hardiness. 

Appeal from such a sentence, I was told was in- 
admissible ; the Magistrate, or rather his clerk, quo- 
ted Bums's Justice, vol. 3 where, under the title " nui- 
sance," 1 Haw. c. 76 s. 1, I was sentenced to one 
month's imprisonment, with hard labour, in the 
County Gaol, and fined ten pounds. 

Ten Pounds ! why I would willingly have paid ten 
hundred to escape the ignominy of the treadmill ; 
but it could not be ; the fiat had gone Jbrthy and my 
punishment had to be gone through. 

To all intents and purposes, I was mad during the 
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period of my detention in prison, and the primary 
circumstance I can call to mind after my liberation, 
was when seated in the well-known apartment at 
Long's, with my professional adviser beside me, I 
besought him to put in motion every engine of the 
law, which money and ingenuity could compass to 
enable me to wreak my long pent-up vengeance over 
the head of the ancient Magistrate who had so 
heartlessly, and in so vindictive a spirit, condemned 
me to the degrading treadmill. In vain my solicitor, 
a clear-headed man, protested I should only squander 
money, and after all signally &il in my purpose ; 
again and again he patiently pointed out the main 
facts of the case, clearly and with the greatest pers- 
picuity demonstrating that if I was unchangeably 
bent on bringing an action, I was equally certain to 
be nonsuited ; but all in vain, I was irrevocably ob- 
durate, and an action for false imprisonment I was re- 
solved on. Money was of no moment, but as far as it 
furnished means to embarrass and perplex my opponent ; 
I therefore instructed my lawyer to spare neither time 
nor wealth in the attainment of the one vast object, 
incessantly haunting me by day and night^revenge. 
Accordingly, in due course, a " writ of summons" 
was served on the Justice of the Peace, who com- 
mitted me at Deal ; or as my learned friend termed 
itj^ " an action on the case" was commenced, where- 
upon the defendant appeared by his attorney, at the 
Court of Queen's Bench, within the prescribed eight 
days. 
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This looked like work, and my spirits and mortal 
hatred to the foe, increased as the business proceeded. 

The next move was on the part of mij man of 
wisdom, who delivered his " declaration," claiming 
£10,000 for damages, and the venue was laid in 
Middlesex, whereupon my opponent, nothing daunt- 
ed, pleaded " not guilty by statute," and he alsa 
put in a " plea of justification," but before that was 
done, his solicitor craftily recommended him to change 
the venue from Middlesex to Kent, grounded on an 
affidavit that the " cause of action," if any, arose in 
the County of Kent, and not in the County of Mid- 
dlesex, or elsewhere out of the County of Kent, and 
to make the cause a " Special Jury," so that in 
point of feet, the case would be tried by his own 
brother Magistrates. 

The consequence of these craftily conceived 
** dodges^ was, that the cause was set down for trial 
at the Maidstone Assizes, and came off the follow- 
ing spring, when as a matter of course, and prophet- 
ically foretold by my solicitor, the Jury " found for 
the defendant." 

Foiled, I certainly was ; but not disheartened, and 
in spite of all my legal ally could urge in opposition 
to my obstinacy, with a blind infatuation, I re- 
solved again to buckle on my armour, and once more 
dare the Justice into Court. 

A fresh trial was accordingly moved for on the 
ground of " improper reception of evidence," coupled 
with "misdirection of the Judge," the Court of 
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Queen's Bench granted a rule ** Nisi^ and my counsel 
was instructed to make it *^ absolute," which proceed- 
ing the defendant opposed. 

Under the impression that we had enjoyed a suffi- 
ciency of law for one term, our legal advisers in- 
formed us nothing further could at that period be 
accomplished towards facilitating each other^s ruin, 
and that twelve months must elapse before the ex- 
pensiye pastime could again be consistently indulged 
in, which unwished-for respite, however, afforded me 
ample leizure to mourn over the loss of my troop : 
for not haying made my appearance with the regi- 
ment at the expiration of my leave,, matters were 
much sooner brought to a crisis at the Horse Guards 
than was customary in the Queen's Bench, for I 
found myself unceremoniously superseded, and 
my detested mibaltem. Alwick. reigning in my 
stead, a satisfactory way of spending £5,000 truly ! 

And all again owing to that infer Bah ! of 

what avail can it be to execrate and anathematize 
the doomed brute now ! I must first finish my own 
melancholy story, and then I shall have the gloomy 
satisfaction of winding up his, and the two together 
will not occupy time much longer. 

During the interval, which it appeared by law 
was imperatively enjoined, both myself and my ad- 
versary were constantly called upon to administer 
what was termed " refreshers" to our counsel for the 
purpose as was assured me of preventing their for- 
getting us and our af&irs altogether, a species of 

I 
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oblivion much in vogue in these days, and common to 
every grade in society. What the " refreshers" were 
composed of I cannot say, since they were adminis- 
tered in secret by our solicitors — ^so, whether they 
partook of an exciting tendency, like the huge gob- 
lets of " restorative** which once were wont to be 
" fabricated** at the Clarendon, or whether they exist- 
ed in a more ethereal shape, deponent sayeth not ; but 
let the dose administered be what it might, it cer- 
tainly proved extremely refreshing to the partakers 
thereof, for when war was again declared, the coun- 
sel on each side argued the " rule** with a force of 
energy unparalleled under any less exciting cause; 
what the " rule** itself meant it behoves not me to 
say, neither can I, in any degree, enlighten my read- 
ers as to its size, appearance, likeness — ^nor, in truth, 
whether it assimilated nearer to a real substance, or 
only had its being in the fertile incongruities of law ; 
" rules'* and ** refreshers** will to me for ever remain 
among those mysteries, which I much doubt whether 
the Lord Chancellor himself could explain in a man- 
ner sufficiently satisfactory to a client, neither do I 
exactly know whether the "rule*' belonged to me 
or to my opponent ; but be that as it may, the poor 
thing — I mean the rule, not my opponent — ^for some 
unintelligible reason, was dismissed vrith costs, where- 
upon my enemy " signed judgment,*' and taxed the 
same at £1,500, which sum he requested me to pay. 
That at all events was intelligible, as likewise v?as 
my reply in the negative. 
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Little good however did my refusal i^yaily for, like old 
Bagsby, in " The Gentleman in Black," my detested 
opponent had a great gun yet left, from which, to dis- 
charge what, peradventure, in his hilarious moments, 
he would have designated, "Kentish fire.'* In due time, 
off it went, propelling a " testatum fieri fojdai^ against 
my household goods and chattels ; but, having for- 
tuitously been apprized of the approaching kindness, 
I had already removed myself and property out of 
range of so destructive an engine ; the consequence 
of which foresight was the eventual return of the 
said *^ testatum fieri facias'^ by the sherifi^ endorsed 
" nuUa bona^ whereupon, exasperated as I imagine 
by their fidlure, the opposite party exploded a writ 
of *^ capias ad satisfaciendum^^ a sort of congreve 
rocket, which no one can guard against, since none 
can tell exactly, when or where it may explode. 
The expence of this amusement had already cost me 
upwards of three thousand poimds, a pastime of 
which I was rapidly becoming surfeited. I accord- 
ingly was fain again to crave the aid of my kindly 
intentioned solicitor, who, eventually, disentangled 
me from the meshes which I had myself woven for 
the destruction of the Deal Justice, but which, un- 
happily, / got entangled in, and only escaped from 
at considerable loss. 

One gratification was left me, small as it was, 
viz. the information that my adversary did not 
retire from the conflict, what is vulgarly termed, 
" scot free ;" he having been compelled to pay be- 
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tween four or five hundred pounds for another pro- 
fessional unreality, yclept, " extra costs," 

Thus terminated my first, and most fervently to 
be hoped, last insane effort at dabbling with that 
insatiable devourer of other men's property, which 
young gentlemen eating themselves into qualification 
at the Temple, apostrophize as the " glorious profes- 
sion of the law." 

And who, or what occasioned these accumulated 
miseries ? The white horse — ^the long-tailed, flow- 
ing-maned, pallid, detestable quadruped ! ! ! Would 
that I could have nailed him to the Dorsetshire hills, 
like the white horse now there, and for years past 
located, cut out in chalk ; or would that he had been, 
since his appearance upon earth, immoveable as the 
same coloured animal bestrode by the commandant 
of Don Juan notoriety. But, alas ! such a £site had 
not been decreed him. 

Thus were my prospects, not only in the army, 
but even in civil life irremediably blighted. Wher- 
ever I went, I found myself pointed at as the man 
who " did something,* and even those who were un- 
conscious of my history, when finding me excluded 
from society cared little to enquire what that some' 
thing was. Evidently the world and I had quarrelled, 
and as the world appeared to have the best of the 
conflict, it was excessively unlikely any one would 
trouble himself to enquire into the pros and cons of 
the matter. 

Heartily disgusted with everything and everybody, 



THE WHITE CHARGER. 61 

myself included, I left town, heedless and caring 
nothing as to what direction I travelled in. The 
trusty Jilks, as a matter of course, accompanying me 
in my wanderings. All I wished for was seclusion 
and quiet ; of what avail could an effort at commu- 
nion with my fellow men prove ? I should as soon 
have expected to hear the Wandering Jew quoted as 
** a &st man" among the rouSs of the present genera- 
tion of exquisites, as have looked for my name in a 
lady's visiting list. Like Frankenstein, every voice 
was raised against me, and I had about as much 
chance of obtaining a hearing in justification of my 
conduct as would have been the case had I attempted 
to upset the ladies' &shions for the current month. I 
had first of all tried my best, and afterwards my 
worst, and most signally had I failed in both ; my 
case, as the physicians say after a post mortem exam- 
ination, was utterly hopeless, and so every one ap- 
peared to think ; my best trumps were dealt, and the 
last coup thrown ; or, to use the classic enunciation 
of Richardson's clown, at Greenwich, when denoting 
the end of the performance, " 'Taint no use stopping, 
ladies and gen'lemen, game's up, curtain's down, ghost 
drunk, and the sentimental hassassin's smoking his 
pipe in the big drum." 

Nearly two years had passed away since my7ac- 
quatic excursion, but neither directly or indi- 
rectly had I heard one syllable respecting Alwick or 
the white charger, neither hdd I mustered courage 
sufficient to ask a single question touching Lady Lilla, 
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not that I was indifferent to the welfiEu*e of that beau- 
tiful being — that could never be, until I ceased to 
breathe; but why should I make myself more wretch*- 
ed than was absolutely necessary for the fulfilment 
of my destiny ? I had pined and moped in uncom- 
panionable wretchedness too long — what could I ever 
hope to be in her estimation now ? and what might 
possibly be her opinion oi me? The last idea was 
maddening, and starting from my seat I resolved by 
a strong effort to stifle those too firequent paroxysms 
of anguish which so constantly embittered my exis- 
tence. " No longer," I exclaimed, " will I submit 
to be the slave of such unavailing womanly regrets ; 
I have youth and wealth yet at my conmiand, and 
cannot I find enjoyment with those ? What, if the 
world cares to turn from me as though I was a leper, 
cannot gold purchase felicity ? and, above all, do I 
not possess that, more than inestimable treasure, a 
clear conscience — ^a full and certain knowledge of 
having been the victim of circumstances, and not 
cast down and degraded through my own evil deeds 
and objectionable courses ? And was not that con- 
viction a balm to my bruised spirit ? It was — ^and 
determined to chase away all melancholy thoughts, I 
rang for my horse, and was soon cantering through 
the beautiful green lanes in the neighbourhood of 
Malvern, as joyously to all appearances as though 
sorrow and myself were utter strangers. 

I had then been in Worcestershire a fortnight or 
more, but disliking the noise and bustle of *^ The 



THE WHITE CHARGER. 63 

Wells," Jilks secured me a delightful rerideuce not 
&r from the ruins of the old abbey, and there un- 
molested and seeking no one I dozed away the time, 
harmlessly no doubt, but in a manner equally useless. 
Now, however, I determined to shake off the slothful 
indolence, which a long unchecked indulgence in 
grief tended more than anything to encourage ; men- 
tally I resolved, that hap what may, nothing upon 
earth should again hold such dominion over my 
senses ; others were gay — ^then why should not I be 
so likewise? and calling to mind that truism of 
Shakspeare's, 

*' Love maj be as quicklj caught as the plague ; 
But love so caught is not very often mortal/ 

In an exuberance of spirits, which I had not experi- 
enced for many a long day, I raised my hat from my 
forehead, and waving it in the air, urged my courser 
into a hand gallop round the turning of the lane, 
chanting in no very modulated tone, the novel and 
pathetic ballad 

'' Oh, ladies, beware of a gaj young knight. 
Who loves and he rides away." 

^ Swims away, you mean, Lugard," exclaimed a 
well-known voice; "but who*d have thought of 
meeting t/au here ?" 

Horror, surprise, and bewilderment, any, or all of 
those powerful feelings, singly, or combined, caused 
me to check my horse so suddenly in his career, as 
brought him instantaneously on his haunches. 
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To have awakened at that instant from a fearfiil 
dream only to find the occurrences of the proceeding 
months of misery but a vision, could not by possi- 
bility have produced more boundless astonishment 
on my nerves than did the sight of the group 
before me. 

Had not my poetic vein experienced a sudden and 
irreparable discomfiture, I might have exclaimed vdth 
Marmion, when alluding to his phantom antagonist, 

'^ I scarce could trast mj eyes, 
Nor yet can think they served me true ; 
MThen sudden in the ring I view, 
In form distinct of shape and hue,^ 
A mounted champion rise/* 

And not only a champion, but a lady also, and that 
beauteous damsel, the graceful Lady Lilla, moimted 
upon the identical execrable brute, the white charger, 
whose glaring eye-balls peering into my countenance, 
expressed, as plainly as the accursed quadruped's 
visage could express, the irritating interrogatory — " I 
hope you like it?" 

As suddenly as we had met so did we separate, 
but how or exactly under what circumstances I know 
no more than those can tell who were not present. 

Something I heanl issuing from the Ups of Alwick, 
approximating in sound to " introduction" — " wife" — 
" Lady Lilla" — •* old friends"—** white charger ;*' and 
such disjointed sentences were abundantly sufiB^cient 
wherefrom to cull the purport of the whole, without 
the aid of an interpreter ; and, as the countryman 
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said on losing ten sovereigns at a thimble-rig table at 
Ascot — " I never seed them more/' 



Years rolled by, and miserable enough I was for 
a very considerable period ; but time at length as- 
suaged my more poignant regrets ; and I date my 
recoyered spirits from the hour, when, sauntering 
down Regent Street, I beheld my once cherished 
pet, and afterwards detested enemy — ^the milk-white 
horse— Hshom of his flowing mane and tail, labour- 
ing along the slippery wooden pavement, performing 
the pleasant duty of offside wheeler in a bank om- 
nibus, having the luxury of conveying in the car- 
cass of the vehicle, about thirty insides, and not 
more than three times that number on the roof. 



THE END. 
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